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MINIBUS DRIVERS - VOLUNTEERS OR PAID? 

  

“Change is a-coming when it comes to the already confusing subject of minibus licences” 

say Chris Maynard, from Castle Minibuses. 

 

For the past 20 years or so there has been little or 

no regulation in the distribution and use of Section 

19 or 22 permits but 2017 saw a seismic gear 

change in interest from local authorities and the 

government in how organisations claiming to be in 

the ‘charitable’ sector can and do exploit their 

voluntary status and bid for commercial contracts 

which affects minibus regulation. Schools that hold 

charitable status and operate their minibuses using 

‘volunteer’ staff should be prepared for changes to 

both the scrutiny in having a section 19 permit and 

the definition of the driver being a `volunteer`. In 

October 2017 a government select committee 

looked at the grievances of commercial operators 

on community transport use of section 19 and 22 

permits. This could potentially lead to a change in 

the way permits are granted and monitored, to 

ensure vehicles are being regularly checked and 

the voluntary status is not being exploited. 

 

While the spotlight is also on ‘volunteer’ drivers 

under the current section 19 permit, a clear 

definition of who is a volunteer is likely. If it is 

concluded that a person cannot be driving on 

behalf of their employer, it will confirm that 

school staff are not volunteers and will therefore 

require an unrestricted D1 licence. This has 

recently been the case in Northern Ireland where 

the education authority issued guidance in 

November 2017 that all teachers/school staff from 

January 1st 2018 need a full D1 licence and CPC 

certificate. ‘If this criterion cannot be met, any 

journey undertaken by staff will not be considered 

legal and may leave the driver and the employer 

facing prosecution and penalties’ (This is what is 

standard with the other 27 members of the EU 

currently).  

 

2018 is likely to bring substantial changes as to 

how minibuses are operated, both in the interest 

paid to the distribution and compliance of section 

19 permits within the Education sector and the 

clear definition of volunteer that will clarify 

whether teachers can be included in this category 

or not. Currently around 50% of local Education 

Authorities insist that teachers are being paid 

when driving the minibus for school activities and 

require a D1 entitlement whilst the other half 

believe they are doing so as ‘volunteers’ since 

their contract does not specifically state that 

driving a minibus is part of their role.
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AWARD FOR ROADWORTHINESS 

 

Logistics experts Suttons Tankers have received the 2017 Roadworthiness 

Award from the Freight Transport Industry. Intended to highlight the efforts 

of FTA members in the fields of safety, efficiency and compliance, Suttons 

Tankers received the award for the high standards of roadworthiness in its 

vehicles and trailers as well as controlling safety-related defects. 

 

 

SUPPORT FOR CHANGES TO IMPROVE MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

 

Following the conclusion of a public consultation on proposals to modernise motorcycle training 

motorcyclists have given their backing to a number of 

improvements including new riders having to pass a 

theory test before they take a CBT course. The public 

consultation carried out by the DfT and DVSA on nine 

proposed changes received more than 2,200 

responses from motorcyclists, representatives in the 

motorcycle industry and road safety groups. 

 

The responses show: 

 

 92% support introducing a training 

course that existing riders can take to 

upgrade their motorcycle licence, 

rather than having to take extra 

tests. 

 

 85% agree new riders should have to 

pass a theory test before they take a 

CBT course, or as part of their 

course. 

 

 85% support revoking CBT certificates 

from riders who get six penalty 

points, which would stop them from 

riding with L plates after getting 

points for offences including careless 

or dangerous riding. 

 

 84% agree with restricting riders who 

take their CBT course on an 

automatic motorcycle, to only riding 

an automatic machine. 

 

 85% support restructuring the CBT 

course to focus on the importance of 

equipment and safety clothing, on-

site training, motorcycling theory and 

on-road practical riding skills. 

 

 97% of respondents support increasing 

the range of checks that DVSA carries 

out on motorcycle training schools. 

 

 87% support improving the way that 

instructors qualify to provide 

motorcycle training. 

 

 94% support introducing a system for 

motorcycle training schools to be 

given recognition for consistently high 

standards. 

 

DfT and DVSA plan to further consult in spring 2018 on details of how the changes will work.  
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FUTURE OF THE STRATEGIC NETWORK 

Cars of the future could be programmed to spot potholes and automatically transmit the 

information to Highways England, according to the government agency. 

Highways England says  

“An ‘intelligent network coupled with connected vehicles’ would ‘improve how efficiently 

roads are maintained’ and at the same time improve safety.” 

The Strategic Road Network Initial Report outlines eight aspirations 

for the period 2020-25,  

 Focus on operations, maintenance and renewals 

 Build the smart motorway spine of the network 

 Accelerate the rollout of expressways 

 Undertake transformational investments 

 Deliver a balanced programme 

 Renew focus on small schemes 

 Deliver through refined 

 Prepare for the future 

To find out more about these eight aspirations and other issues raised you can find a copy of the 

report overview at https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

CASUALTY FIGURES 2017 NORTHERN IRELAND 

At this time of the year we start to get the provisional figures for casualties and other related data 

in respect of 2017. 

 

The first of these comes from Northern Ireland which 

shows that the provisional number of people who died on 

the roads in 2017 was 63 - five fewer than 2016. 

 

Published by the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) on 1 

January, the figures also highlight long-term progress – 

with the 2017 fatality figure 50% lower than the 2004-08 

baseline (126). 

 

Looking at road user type, 25 of the fatalities were 

drivers (40%) and 12 were passengers (19%). 15 

pedestrians lost their lives (24%), as did nine 

motorcyclists (14%) and two cyclists (3%). 

 

There were four child (under 16 years) fatalities 

recorded in 2017, the same number as in 2016. 
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GET OUT OF THE RED ‘X’ LANES 

 

Highways England has indicated that it is testing roadside cameras which detect drivers who flout 

the instructions given by red X signs on overhead gantries and has stated that motorists are likely to 

start picking up fines for ignoring lane closures on smart motorways from 

spring 2018. 

 

According to the RAC news report, Highways England has sent out around 

80,000 letters of warning to motorists who have broken smart motorway 

rules since December 2016. At least a third of these relate to driving in 

closed lanes. Highways England expects to be able to legally enforce the 

practice within the next three months, with an anticipated penalty to that handed out for running a 

red light – £100 and three penalty points. 

 

DISTRATED DRIVERS DON’T LEARN FROM BEING CAUGHT 

 

Figures from the DVLA reveal that more than 6,000 motorists have at least two endorsements on 

their licence for driving while distracted, including using a handheld mobile phone. 

 

“The threat of a second endorsement and the possibility 

that they will lose their licence clearly is not enough to 

deter this hard core of drivers who are either oblivious 

to, or wantonly disregard, the danger it poses often 

believing there is little chance of seeing a traffic police 

officer, let alone be caught by one for using their 

handheld phone at the wheel” a spokesperson from the 

RAC said. 

 

The figures indicate that some motorists have been caught at least twice in the past four years for 

driving while distracted, including using a mobile phone and more than 400 drivers were caught 

three times, 20 were caught four times and three were caught five times. 

 

The information released was in response to a FOI request by the Press Association.  

 

FUNDING TO EXPLORE ROAD SAFETY EDUCATION IN LONDON 

 

The London Road Safety Council (LRSC) is to be awarded funding by the Road Safety Trust (RST) to 

carry out a project that aims to reinvigorate road safety education across the 33 local authorities in 

London. 

 

Over the past seven years the LRSC has become 

concerned about the reduction in the number of staff 

engaged in road safety education, training and 

publicity (ETP) work, and sees a corresponding slow-

down in the overall reduction in road casualties across 

London. 

 

The RST funding will be used scope out the extent of the challenges faced by London’s road safety 

professionals, with a view to developing an action plan to help address the situation. It is hoped to 

announce the outcomes of the research in July 2018.  
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PRINCIPLES OF GOOD ROAD DESIGN 

 

Highways England has launched an independent design panel to review its schemes alongside 10 

‘principles of good road design’, which it hopes will be adopted across the roads sector. 

 

The 10 principles of good road design:  

 

 makes roads safe and useful 

 is inclusive 

 makes roads understandable 

 fits in context 

 is restrained 

 is environmentally sustainable 

 is thorough 

 is innovative 

 is collaborative 

 is long-lasting 

 

Highways England revealed that the new Design Review Panel has already carried out reviews of 

two of its major tunnel schemes – the £1.6bn project to build a tunnel at Stonehenge and the 

£4.4bn Lower Thames Crossing. They are trying to achieve roads that not only connect the country 

and communities, but which achieve a higher quality of life; that are designed in a way that is 

sensitive to the surroundings; provide greater economic vitality and use resources in a more 

efficient and innovative way. Whilst they are not in a position to mandate them for the local road 

network they very much hope consideration will be given to these principles when local highway 

authorities are designing schemes.’ 

 

FREE MOTORCYCLE SKILLS TRAINING SESSION 

 

Riders across the Capital are being offered the opportunity to take part in a free skills session, 

tailored to their needs. The free ‘1-2- Motorcycle Skills’ session, developed with funding provided 

by Transport for London, is designed to develop urban 

riding skills and help riders become safer on London’s 

roads. The sessions are entirely tailored to 

participants who will ride the routes they use most 

frequently or find most challenging, choose the start 

and end locations, and take the session at a time and 

date to suit them. Sessions are two hours long, 

available seven days a week from 06:00 to 19:00, and 

are run by qualified instructors. To participate in a skills session, riders must:  
 

 Wear suitable PPE 

 Have a valid motorcycle licence or an up-to-date CBT completion certificate (if riding a 

motorcycle less than 125cc) 

 Have appropriate insurance for their motorcycle 

 Have a valid MOT certificate (where relevant) 

 Use a roadworthy motorcycle 

 Use ‘L’ plates if riding on a CBT certificate 

 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZi7-At9zYAhWhHsAKHc-VBQoQjRwIBw&url=https://thephysicsofcarsafetybykh.weebly.com/road-design--infrastructure.html&psig=AOvVaw3SnT60exxrRjcgEeSPPpyR&ust=1516190219992445


6 

 

 

 

THE END OF THE TERM SHARED SPACE? 

 

The concept of Shared Space has caused much controversy and the awaited report by the Chartered 

Institution has concluded in a much awaited report that the term “Shared Space” is an unhelpful 

phrase that should no longer be used to describe a form of street design. 

 

In a new report the Chartered Institution of Highways & Transportation (CIHT) Creating Better 

Streets: reviews how such schemes are being designed, implemented and installed across England. 

 

The report recommends that three more specific terms:  

 

Pedestrian Prioritised Streets  

Where those on foot ‘feel that they can move 

freely anywhere, and where drivers should 

feel they are a guest. 

 

Informal Streets  

Where formal traffic controls such as signs, 

markings and signals are either absent or 

reduced. There is a footway and carriageway, 

‘but the differentiation between them is 

typically less than in a conventional street. 

 

Enhanced Streets 

Where the public realm has improved and 

where restrictions on pedestrian movement – 

such as guardrail – have been removed, but 

where conventional traffic controls largely 

remain. 

 

The CIHT review also calls on the Government to introduce legislation to allow local authorities to 

give pedestrians priority on certain streets and review guidance for appropriate kerb heights and 

tactile paving for the benefit of visually impaired people. 

 

The document makes a number of recommendations such as improve awareness of the need to 

create streets that are inclusive and accessible for all; create a framework of outcomes for the 

basis of street designs and conduct more detailed research into the needs of all users in such 

spaces. 

 

The recommendations have been forwarded to Government and CIHT will be coordinating a series 

of follow up discussions.  

 

A copy of the report can be found at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

LIGHT COMMERCIAL VANS 

 

New light commercial vehicle registrations fell by 3.6% to 362,149 units in 2017 – the first decline 

since 2012. However the UK market is still third highest in a decade. The demand for pick-ups 

continues to grow – up 7.8% in 2017 as large van registrations fall -3.1%. 
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BANNED IF CAUGHT USING A MOBILE PHONE WHILST DRIVING – WELL MAYBE 

 

The French Government is under pressure to take action as the number of road deaths have been 

increasing since 2014. One of several measures which have been 

announced includes the likelihood of being suspended for three 

months if caught using their mobile phone at the wheel. Although 

the punishment would only be imposed on drivers considered to 

have caused danger to others; for example, a motorist who is on 

the phone while approaching a pedestrian crossing or a school. 

 

Also there are plans to lower the speed limits on country roads (departmental roads) from 90km/h 

to 80km/h.  
 

The RAC says it is ‘clear that action needed to be taken to save lives’ in France – adding that 

experience from the UK shows that country roads are responsible for far more deaths than 

motorways and dual carriageways. British drivers visiting France are ‘unlikely to experience too 

much impact’ – but will have to get used to ‘driving 10mph slower on A and B roads than they 

would at home’. 

 

Ed Comment: So actually it is alright to use your phone as long as it is not considered to be causing 

a danger! So what we potential have is a first class idea which has been watered down and 

therefore is almost pointless! 

 

TRAFFIC CONGESTION 

 

The average commercial vehicle driver wastes more than 16 working days a year sat in traffic, with 

a total cost to the UK of £915 million, according to new research. 

 

Among the data from the annual TomTom Traffic Index, the 

statistics concluded that the total cost of congestion was up 

by £150 million compared to 2016. The figures are calculated 

from traffic congestion data multiplied by the National 

Minimum Wage and the number of light and heavy 

commercial vehicles operating in the 25 busiest areas in the 

UK. 

 

London was the worst affected area, losing £264 million in a year to traffic congestion. Manchester 

was next worst affected with a cost of £169 million, followed by Birmingham (including 

Wolverhampton) at £144 million. 

 

Beverley Wise, Director for the UK and Ireland at TomTom Telematics commented,  

 

“Traffic remains a serious issue for business 

and the resulting delays have potential 

implications for productivity, customer 

service standards and even employee 

wellbeing. Unfortunately, congestion levels 

continue to rise and the UK economy is paying 

the price for this at a time when the 

landscape is already challenging enough, with 

the growth rate now expected to be just 1.5% 

this year.” 
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YOUNG AND NOVICE DRIVERS – WE COULD HAVE OUR FACTS WRONG! 

 

A significant and important report by the UK’s by IAM RoadSmart and TRL into crashes involving 

young drivers has set a number of challenges for the way in which we think, train and manage 

novice drivers and has given fresh insight into some of the beliefs about why young drivers crash 

and has demonstrated our need to rethink many of the messages and facts which we constantly trot 

out. 

 

If you attended the Safer Roads Safer Vehicles Safer Road 

Users Safer Speeds Conference in Hull last September you 

will have got an indication that we were not being told what 

we might have expected and this report has spelt it out. 

 

It has concluded while young and novice drivers learn much 

quicker than expected to avoid single vehicle loss of control 

collisions; they learn a lot slower how to deal with 

vulnerable road users, be safe on the motorway and safely 

complete low speed manoeuvres.  

 

To many these findings come as a surprise since the classic 

young driver crash usually involves going too fast on country 

roads but it would seem that new drivers themselves soon 

pick up the skills to stay safe on our highest risk roads. 

 

Several recommendations to improve new driver training 

particularly in hazard perception around vulnerable road users and around other vehicles are made 

in the report and it underlines the critical importance of gaining driving experience in a wide 

variety of traffic situations. In their first year on the road experts suggest an average 17-year-old 

driver can expect their risk of being involved in a crash to reduce by 36% as a result of driving 

experience, but only by 6% owing to ageing and maturity. Some positive news is that analysis of 

collision trends suggests a substantial reduction in crashes overall for the two youngest age groups 

between 2002 and 2015. The crash rate for 17-20 year old car drivers reduced by 49% in this time, 

while the rate for 21-29 year olds reduced by 33%. 

 

The report does conclude amongst other facts that: 

 
Compared with the overall rate of learning, young drivers learn more quickly to avoid crashes 

involving a single vehicle, loss of control, on B roads, at night or where the vehicle leaves the 

carriageway. 

 
New drivers also appear to be slow at learning to avoid collisions in certain conflict scenarios in 

slow manoeuvring situations and with vulnerable road users. This might be indicative of poor hazard  

perception skills. 

 
This of course does not mean within our training that we ignore what we have been doing but it 

does suggest where we need place a greater emphasis. 

 

A copy of the report can be found at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 
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NATIONAL ROLL OUT OF LANE RENTAL SCHEMES LIKELY NEXT YEAR 
 

The Government are considering a national roll out of the lane 

rental scheme which would give councils extra power to manage 

works on the busiest roads and at peak times. According to the 

Department for Transport (DfT) an estimated 2.5 million 

roadworks are carried out each year, costing the economy 

approximately £4 billion due to increased business costs as a 

result of employee lateness and delays to deliveries. 

 

The Department for Transport has been trialling a series of lane rental schemes in Kent and 

London, which charges utility companies up to £2,500 per day for carrying out roadworks on major 

roads at peak times. These pilots have shown to reduce the disruption caused to drivers during 

roadworks and have discouraged utilities from carrying out roadworks at peak times and 

incentivised businesses to collaborate on works to avoid the same stretch of road being dug up 

twice. 

 

CAR THEFT UP 

 

The number of vehicles stolen in England and Wales has risen by 30 per cent in just three years, 

with some experts blaming keyless entry systems for the rise. A freedom of information request 

showed that 65,783 vehicles were reported stolen in 2013 to 40 police forces in England and Wales, 

but by 2016 this had risen to 85,688.   

 

Despite sophisticated electronic entry systems, security experts believe gangs of car thieves have 

caught up with technology. It's now possible for thieves to bypass vehicle security without the keys, 

merely by boosting the signal from a remote key fob. 

 

REDUCED CHARGES ON THE SEVERN CROSSING 

 

On Monday 8 January 2018, control of the bridges came back into public ownership and become the 

responsibility of the government owned body, Highways England.  With the change has come a 

reduction in the toll payable. The rate for crossing the bridge in a car reduces from £6.70 to £5.60. 

For a van from £13.40 to  £11.20 and from  £20.00 to £16.70 for a large goods vehicle. 

 

The FTA and RHA are continuing with their campaign to end the charge which they claim will 

support both the economies in England and Wales. The Government has pledged that both crossings 

will be toll-free by the end of the year. 

 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SHOW 2018 

 

The Commercial Vehicle Show with its other added exhibition 

attractions and Seminars is worthwhile a visit whether you have 

never been before or are a regular to this annual event. The CV 

Show is the best attended, largest and the most comprehensive road 

transport and commercial vehicle event held in Britain, providing truck and van operators with far 

greater choice than can be found anywhere else in the UK. Attendance is free by prior registration 

at https://cvshow2018.smartreg.co.uk/Visitors/Visitors/register?promoid=website 
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OLDER DRIVERS 

 

GEM Motoring Assist is encouraging family members to be wise to the early signs of unsafe driving in 

their senior relatives. The call follows the tragic case of Gertrude Lister, 

the 95-year-old driver who put her foot on the accelerator instead of the 

brake following a visit to her husband’s grave last February. She crashed 

into a hedge and killed a cemetery worker. Mrs Lister was sentenced to 16 

months in prison, suspended for two years, and banned her from driving 

for the rest of her life. 

 

GEM road safety officer Neil Worth comments:  

 

“We want as many people as possible to 

enjoy the freedom of the open road for as 

long as possible, but only while they are safe. 

Warning signs relating to failing health or 

reduced ability can develop slowly and 

gradually in older drivers. This often means 

they won’t be aware of their changing actions 

or the growing risks they may pose – to 

themselves and to others – on journeys. The 

only requirement in law for any driver aged 

over 70 is to declare every three years that 

they are fit to drive. In the absence of re-

testing and mandatory eyesight checks, it’s 

vital that family members and friends are 

willing to keep an eye on their senior 

relatives – and take appropriate action if 

anything causes them concern.” 

 

There are more than 100,000 drivers aged over 90 in the UK, and more than 500 centenarians still 

hold licences. 

 

AUTONOMOUS RIDE-SHARE SERVICES 

 

Autonomous ride-sharing services could account for a third of all trips by private drivers in London 

by 2025, according to a consortium investigating ways to integrate new technology into the city’s 

public transport network. Experts predict that 34 per cent of private drivers’ journeys could be 

replaced, while up to 30 per cent of taxi and private hire journeys could also be served by 

Autonomous Vehicle (AV) ride-sharing.  
 

The figures - extrapolated from studies carried out in Los 

Angeles and Boston, together with the London Travel 

Demand Survey – are contained in initial research from 

the MERGE Greenwich consortium, a group of six partners 

undertaking a year-long project to study how autonomous 

vehicle ride-sharing can work and connect with London’s 

transport network. The consortium is backed by funding 

from Innovate UK – an agency sponsored by the 

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. 

 

Overall, an AV ride-sharing service could serve up to one in seven of all trips within London within 

eight years, equivalent to 2.5m trips per day, and take up to 25 per cent of the total transport 

market by value – worth around £3.5bn at today’s rates. 
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UNDER INFLATED TYRES 

 

Almost 40 per cent of cars in the UK are running on at least one tyre that is “dangerously” or “very 

dangerously” under inflated. This is the findings from Michelin and Kwik Fit after they inspected 

more than 500 vehicles in Tesco car parks around the UK. 

 

Michelin classifies tyres that are between 7psi and 14psi 

below the manufacturer’s recommendation as “dangerously 

under inflated”, while 14psi or more under inflation is 

deemed to be “very dangerous.” Michelin and Kwik Fit 

technicians found 27.56 per cent of cars had at least one 

dangerous tyre, with 12.01 per cent having at least one very 

dangerous tyre. 

 

Driving around on underinflated tyres costs money and it can cost lives and so they want motorists 

to check their tyre pressures regularly. It makes sense from a cost and environmental point of view 

but more importantly it’s critical for the safety of the vehicle, its passengers, other road users is 

the message they want to convey. Michelin estimates that underinflated tyres could be costing 

motorists in a city the size of Manchester more than £2 million a year in unnecessary fuel 

consumption – as well as pumping thousands of tonnes of additional CO2 into the atmosphere. 

 

Both Michelin and Kwik Fit are urging motorists to check their air pressure, tyre condition and tread 

depth every fortnight. 

 

Ed Comment 

We need in some way to clean up the whole process of checking tyres. Arriving at a service station 

to refuel has become comparatively speaking a simple and clean process and yet when it comes to 

checking tyre pressures we are still grovelling around on the floor often in the rain as the location 

of the equipment is not under any sort of cover. There is frequently a charge to use the equipment 

which discourages people to check their tyres on a regular basis along with the fact that the 

readings given on garage forecourt tyre gauges is often suspect. We also need to find a better way 

of expressing under or over inflation as talking about psi to many people is meaningless. Tyre 

manufacturers and fitters have a big part to play in the campaign to get us all to check our tyres 

regularly along with those who operate garage forecourts who see the provision of tyre checking 

equipment as a necessary evil.  

 

CATEGORY B LICENCE CHANGE FOR ALTERNATIVE-FUEL VANS 

 

The government has confirmed plans to raise the weight limit of alternatively-fuelled vans that can 

be driven on a standard category B driver’s licence. Under the previous 

regulations drivers of vans exceeding 3.5 tonnes GVW required a C1 

lighter goods vehicle licence. With alternative-fuelled vehicles usually 

weighing more than conventionally-powered versions this meant many 

cleaner options were unavailable to operators with a standard licence.  
 

Following the amendment the category B limit for vans with powertrains 

that are battery electric, fuel cell powered or run on CNG, LNG and LPG will be increased by 750kg 

to 4.25 tonnes. The current vehicle excess duty charge which taxes vehicles over 3.5 tonnes and 

HGVs will not be affected by the change. 
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MOT TEST TO STAY AT THREE YEARS 

 

Following for the second time a consultation 

as to whether the initial MOT Test should 

start after four years rather than three the 

Government has announced that it will 

remain as it is at three years. There was 

overwhelming representations for it not to be 

changed although I am sure that the issue will 

be raised again at some stage in the future.   

 

 

CYCLE SAFETY REVIEW 

 

The Government’s review on cycle safety, 

announced September 2017, is underway.  

The review consists of two phases:  the first 

phase will analyse the case for creating a new 

offence equivalent to causing death or serious 

injury by careless or dangerous driving.  The 

second phase will be a wider consultation on 

road safety issues relating to cycling.   

 

 

THE ROAD SAFETY TRUST 

 

The Road Safety Trust has opened its latest 

grant programme. Applications are welcome 

for research or the development of practical 

measures to enhance Road Safety through 

Engineering, Education, Training or 

Enforcement. Applications for innovative 

projects with the potential to develop new 

approaches are sought as are projects with a 

strong focus on Evaluation. The Road Safety 

Trust would particularly encourage 

Engineering projects to apply, as these have 

been underrepresented to date.  Please note, 

as a charitable trust, they do not fund 

statutory provision or replace statutory 

funding. To date they have funded a range of 

organisations, charities, consultancies, school 

PTAs, and research departments at 

universities. The grant winners reflect the 

wide number of organisations and bodies 

involved in making the roads safer along with 

the breadth of bodies which would be 

considered for funding if they have the right 

project. 

 

The closing date for this round of applications 

is 31 March 2018 and details of how to apply 

are available on the Road Safety Trust’s 

website https://roadsafetytrust.org.uk/

 

 

RISE IN THE ATTENDANCE ON DRIVER RETRAINING COURSES 

 

New figures show that more than 1.4m 

drivers attended driver retraining courses in 

2017, a record high. The figure of 1,413,598 – 

provided by the National Driver Offender 

Retraining Scheme (NDORS) – represents a 

year-on-year rise of 2% and is almost a million 

more than in 2010, the first year retraining 

courses were offered. (This range of courses 

replaced the original Driver Improvement and 

Speed Awareness Courses which had been in 

operation for a number of years) NDORS is an 

alternative to prosecution for drivers who 

have committed road traffic offences and 

courses are provided by independent 

companies on behalf of the police. There are 

now a total of nine NDORS courses, the most 

recent of which – the Motorway Speed 

Awareness Course and the National Motorway 

Course. The vast majority of offenders in 

2017 (1,195,356) attended the national speed 

awareness course. A further 92,386 people 

completed What’s Driving Us? – a short 

classroom based course for drivers who have 

committed a wide range of offences including 

using mobile phones and going through red 

lights. 
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BLUE BADGE SCHEME 

 

The Department of Transport has launched a consultation into the clarity of the Blue Badge System 

 

The Blue Badge scheme plays a vital role in allowing 2.4 million disabled people in England to 

maintain their independence through special national parking concessions. Blue Badges enable their 

holders to visit their families and friends and to access healthcare and leisure activities. The 

badges are no less important in helping to prevent social exclusion and isolation, and they 

contribute to the ability of their holders to secure and maintain long term employment. Without 

the scheme, 75% of badge holders have said that they would go out less often. 

 

The Government believes that the Blue Badge 

scheme should not discriminate in principle 

between physical and non-physical disabilities. 

The current rules embrace all conditions, physical 

or otherwise, but it would appear that the 

regulations and guidance are not clearly 

understood by local authorities. People with 

hidden disabilities may be finding it difficult to 

access badges, even though their condition causes 

them very significant difficulties when 

undertaking a journey. 

 

The Department of Transport has accordingly 

committed to look again at how the scheme works 

for people with hidden disabilities, to ensure that 

the rules and guidance are clear and that those 

with the greatest needs have access to a Blue 

Badge. 

 

This consultation document discusses the key issues involved, and presents ideas for improving the 

rules. The challenge will be to ensure a scheme that is both sustainable and works for all who are 

eligible for it, whatever their disability. 

 

A copy of the report can be found at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

PETROL STATION CHARGE POINTS  

 

ChargePoint Services is continuing its work on installing a UK-wide rapid charging network at petrol 

station forecourts, with an initial target of 60 expected by the end of Q1 

2018. The overall aim is to have in excess of 200 50kW rapid chargers at 

forecourts by the end of this year. 14 triple-connector charge points are 

already installed, with a further 20 in January and 25 in February, and all 

locations are a part of ChargePoint Services’ GeniePoint Network, 

ensuring 24-hour monitoring for minimal downtime. At the same time 

more Local Authorities are looking to install road side charging points as 

the aim to have more vehicles using electricity by 2030 than traditional fuel. 
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SAFER ROADS SAFER VEHICLES SAFER ROAD USERS SAFER SPEEDS 18 

 

By the time this newsletter is published the Early Bird Discount available only until 31st January 

2018 will almost have expired and the full fee will be payable; although there may be a 

concessional rate for those signed up to the UK Road Safety Network; for the two conferences 

below. These high value low cost events are brought to you by the Graham Feest Consultancy with 

the generosity of the speakers who along with the organisations they represent give of their time 

freely to disseminate information, knowledge and expertise to a wide ranging field of delegates.  

 

If you are looking to attend the event in Coventry then you can find out more and book on line at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/gfc-events/upcoming-events/conference-coventry-5-3-2018/ 

 

If you wish to book for the event in Stirling then you can find more and book on line at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/gfc-events/upcoming-events/conference-stirling-9-4-2018/ 

 

 

 

Save £30.00 by booking before 31st January 2018 
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